
SUSTAINABLE URBAN 

STRATEGIES AND SOCIAL EQUITY



BOGOTÁ: A Developing World City





Götheborg Award for a sustainable 

development we did not seek:

Surprising: Social equity, quality of life 

and sustainability require the same urban 

policies.



Sustainability begins with social 

sustainability: With equity and 

democracy.



What equality in post-communism?

ÅPublic good over private interest    

ÅQuality of life equality.  





Indonesia 2010-2050 will go from 50% 

urban to 70% urban; just like Colombia 

1960-2000. Citiesô population increased 

by more than 500%.

Jakartaôs population will grow from 18 

million to more than 40 million. 



At least 60% of most 2060 Asian cities is 

yet to be built. 



Asian cities can avoid Latin Americaôs 

citiesô mistakes.  



Can we design a transport system without 

knowing what kind of city we want?  





Our developing country cities, which we 

are building hundreds of years after other 

cities were built, SHOULD BE THE BEST 

CITIES EVER.  



What is a good city?  



A city where people want to be 

outside.  





A city that is good for children, the 

elderly, the handicapped, the poor, is 

good for everybody else.  



Beyond survival, happiness needs:

1) to be with people

2) to walk (riding a bicycle is just a more 

efficient way of walking) 

3) to not feel inferior.  



A city friendly to cars, or a city friendly to 

people? 

There are conflicts  



A high velocity road is like a fence in a cow 

pasture. 







Many years ago Denver, San 

Francisco, Wiesbaden, New York 

demolished elevated highways which 

did damage to its quality of life. 





Tell a 3 year old: ñWatch out! A car!ò And 

the child will jump in terror.



Cars are very recent in urban history.  










